NYC Initiative Petition to Amend NYC Charter – under § 37, New York Municipal Home Rule Law

I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a resident of and a registered and qualified voter in New York City, that my present place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature hereto, and that I do hereby sign this Petition, as set forth below and on the one additional page, to enable the contents of this Petition (or an approved summary) to be submitted to the electors of New York City at a general election.

In witness where, I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year placed opposite my signature.


Petition to PROVIDE a tuition-free college (or equivalency college) for qualified residents of new york city – funding to be supplied through office of nyc attorney general
WHEREAS, NYC at one time did provide a free college education to qualified residents of NYC, and at the present time does not offer a free college education to qualified residents of NYC;

WHEREAS, it is possible by eliminating various services and offering instruction only to students living within geographic area around the educational institution, to have free-tuition 4-year colleges or equivalency colleges for all qualified NYC residents; and 
 [Note: The Petition is continued on page 2.]

Complete ONE of the following:

(1) STATEMENT OF WITNESS

I, (name of witness) _________________________ state: I am a duly qualified voter of the City of New York and I am also duly qualified to sign the Petition.  I now reside in New York City at (residence address) _________________________________ _________________________.  The individual whose name is subscribed to this Petition sheet containing 1 signature, subscribed the same in my presence on the date above indicated and identified himself/herself to be the individual who signed this sheet.

I understand that this statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if I had been duly sworn. 

    ____/____/2009

________________________________________________________


Date





Signature of Witness

WITNESS IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION:  The following information for the witness named above must be completed prior to filing with the Board of Elections in order for this petition sheet to be valid.
County in New York City:  ____________ _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(2) NOTARY PUBLIC OR COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS

On the date above indicated before me personally came the NYC voter whose signature appears on this Petition sheet containing one petition signature who signed same in my presence and who being by me duly sworn, said that the foregoing statement made and subscribed by him/her was true.

    ____/____/2009

______________________________________________________________


Date



Signature and Official Title of Officer Administering Oath

[Page 2 of the Petition]

WHEREAS, the cost of higher education and the existing system of student loans and lack of bankruptcy relief is creating a nation of economic slaves for many college graduates unable to obtain a college education without reliance upon student loans; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s economy makes it impossible for most college graduates to earn enough money after graduating from college to be able to justify having paid for their college education through family donations and/or student loans. 

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DESIRED AND APPROVED AS AN INITIATIVE FOR ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE NEW YORK CITY CHARTER, TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AT A GENERAL ELECTION OF VOTERS:

1.
The title of this local law is “Act to Provide a Tuition-Free College (or Equivalency College) for Qualified Residents of NYC – Funding to Be Supplied through Office of the NYC Attorney General”. 
2.
A series of low-cost 4-year colleges is to be established in each of the 5 Boroughs of NYC servicing with admission available to qualified residents in the geographic area serviced by the college, such as a Borough, a radius around the college, an area with boundaries described by streets and avenues or metes and bounds. 
3.
“Qualification” of students is to ensure that instruction is made available to deserving students, to avoid the higher costs involved in giving instruction to non-qualified students.

4.
The purpose in requiring students to live within a designated area is to enable the college to serve its own area; to enable area members to go to their own college and not have to spend time and money going to a similar college outside of their area; to maintain competition among the tuition-free colleges in NYC without trying to compete with each other for students involving a waste of college resources.

5.
Each college, or a group of some or all of the colleges, will try to obtain degree granting status from NYS but the requirements for obtaining a degree at this time might be too costly and make the colleges too costly to run on a tuition-free basis. Accordingly, the colleges will be run as “equivalency colleges” as to which there will be no degree granted upon completion of the education. Instead, students will be given a certificate of completion or a college equivalency certificate by NYC.  
6.
Until the NYC Council enacts a rule or statute to provide financing of these tuition-free colleges (or tuition-fee equivalency colleges) through other sources, all of the funds under this statute shall be paid through the proceeds of litigation to enforce the rights of residents of NYC (including civil rights of any type) commenced by one or more attorneys employed by NYC directly or who are functioning as special counsel or as private attorneys general (hereinafter referred to as the “Office of the NYC Attorney General” or “NYCAG”), after first providing for expenses of running the NYCAG’s office (estimated to be $2,000,000 per year).  The estimated cost of this tuition-free college financing is $2,000 to $3,000 per full-time student per year. A tuition-free college with 2,000 enrolled students would have an estimated cost per year ranging between $4,000,000 and $6,000,000.  A total of 100 such colleges in NYC would have an estimated annual cost of $400,000,000 to $600,000,000 per year. Colleges would be established as income from the NYCAG litigation provides the required funding. 
7.
If any provision of this law is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining provisions shall be in no manner affected thereby but shall remain in full force and effect.

Plan for Financing the Implementation of this Statute to Provide a Tuition-Free College (or Equivalency College) for Qualified Residents of NYC
(Submitted in Support of the Petition pursuant to ¶ 11 of Section 37 of the NY Municipal Home Rule Law)

Funds to implement this statute (providing 100% campaign financing) are to be obtained from the Office of the NYC Attorney General, which statute is the subject of a separate Petition.
Availability of Additional Information about this Petition, the Ballot Initiative Process, and the Individuals Involved

Additional information about this Petition and other Petitions, the Ballot Initiative Process and the individuals involved is available at lawmall.com/NYCBallotInitiatives.  Copies of this Petition may be downloaded. 
Where to Mail the Original Signed Petition

Please mail the Petition (as signed by two NYC registered voters) to:








NYC Ballot Initiatives








c/o Law Offices of Carl E. Person







325 W. 45th Street – Suite 201







New York NY  10036-3803







[end of petition]
		Name of signer (signature required)				   	Enter NYC


Date		      (printed name may be added)		Residence	   	      	County








	          Signature: ………………………………..	…………………………………





    /     /09     printed name:…………………………………..	………….……ZIP ……..…….	………………..…











